
Tips and Tricks for a Smooth GA
(How to minimise your stress around an anaesthetic – are you ready for it?)



Quick Tips

1) Catheter placement

2) Pre-oxygenation

3) Induction

4) Spraying lidocaine

5) ETT size

6) Intubation

7) Tie-ing up

8) Inflating the cuff

9) Monitoring ready to go

10) Temperature

11) Rolling animals

12) Recovery

13) Analgesia



1) Catheter Placement – are you ready for it

• Clip

• Prep

• Catheter

• Tape

• Comfort swab

• T-port/bung

• Tegaderm



Catheters

• Size?

• How to tape?

• Bandage?



2) Pre-oxygenating

• Flow-by (Fly-by?)

• Mask

• How long for?







Comparison of time to desaturation between preoxygenated and non-
preoxygenated dogs following sedation with acepromazine maleate and 
morphine and induction of anaesthesia with propofol

• McNally et al, 2007

• Morphine and acepromazine

• Room air or oxygen for 3 minutes



3) Induction – are you ready for it?

• Flush

• Induction agent

• Tie 

• Laryngoscope - functional

• Lidocaine spray (if cat)

• ETTs

• Anaesthetic machine



4) Spraying Lidocaine

• Can drop lidocaine directly on the larynx or…

• Pre-load 

• Pre-load at same angle
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5) ETT – Does size and length matter?

• Size

 - Hagen-poiseuille

 - wider the radius, the less resistance to air flow

 - 20 kg rule 

• Length

- nostrils to the point of the shoulder

- past the larynx

- not past the tracheal bifurcation





6) Intubation – are you ready for it?

• Head up with tie behind the canines

• Do not put your fingers in the mouth to get the tongue!

• Laryngoscope

• Follow curve of the ETT

• Allow to rotate if it wants to



7) Tie-ing up

• What to tie with?

• Pre-tie?

• Where to tie on tube?

• Where to tie on the animal?



8) Inflating the cuff

• How do we put air in?

• How much air do we put in?

• Use  an appropriately sized syringe



13 Quick Tips





9) Monitoring ready to go – are you ready for it

• Capnography – attached to the circuit

• Pulse oximeter

• Blood pressure device

• Thermometer

• ECG



Capnography

• Confirms that our ETT is in the right place

• Ventilation

• Perfusion



Pulse oximetry





Pulse Shape



10) Temperature

• Monitor and treat temperature from very beginning

• Warm throughout

• Consider how heat is lost



11) Rolling animals

• Legs Over or under?

• Dentals

• Ear flushes

• Always think about regurgitation potential



12) Recovery
• Express bladder?

• Sternal

• Head up on towel

• When to extubate?

• When to deflate cuff?

• How much to deflate the cuff?
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• 247 dogs

• 29.1% experienced a poor recovery

• Half of these required sedation to manage the behaviour assoc with the  
poor recovery

• Increased incidence seen in the ASA I – II

• Not necessarily pain related



) Analgesia!!!!

• Signs of pain: vocalisation, restlessness, panting, aggression if painful 
areas palpated

• Assess, Treat and Re-assess response

• Don’t confuse for anxiety: vocalising and restlessness



Thank you and Questions?
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